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suggestion upon all points of interest, showing the depth and power of a mind strong by nature and cultivated to the highest possible point, these must be gathered for each reader by himself. That love sought is good, but given unsought is better, may be true ; but it is certainly otherwise with wisdom. No book of extracts can give the slightest or vaguest idea of the inexhaustible nature of the mine of wise thoughts contained in George Eliot's novels; each reader must asshmlate therefrom what is best for his own soul, as each man fashions different images from the glories of a cloudy sunset or the flickerings of a dying fire.
To end as we began, Shakspeafe, as it is said by Hazlit and others, was equalled by some among his contemporaries in separate excellences; by Marlowe in dramatic power and grandeur of conception ; by Massinger in sweetness and delicacy of tone, in depth and tenderness of pathos ; by Ford and Marston in tragic effect; by Johnson in development of plot. So, too, other novelists may individually surpass George Eliot in wit, in humour, in skilful management of action, in construction of the story. But Shak-speare combined in himself all the several virtues of his compeers, and added thereto his own profundity of insight and unimagined "breadth of soul. George Eliot in delineation of character is unrivalled, in subtle and masterly analysis in first and best ; and liwtes in herself the various characteristic excellences of which one or two at most have been bestowed on her less gifted fellow-workers.
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